
The Outer Port of A Coruña: a need 
for sustainability 
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A Coruña

A Coruña
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A Coruña 

The municipality of A Coruña has 246,056 inhabitants as of 
2009, and has one of the highest population densities of 
Spain  and  Europe,  with  around  6,700  inhabitants  per 
square kilometer.
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port of A Coruña
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port of A Coruña
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wikipedia: “environmental catastrophes”
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port of A Coruña environmental references
On October 30, 1970, the freighter Erkowit ran aground.
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port of A Coruña environmental references
On May 12, 1976, the tanker Urquiola sank.
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port of A Coruña environmental references

On December 3, 1992, the tanker Aegean Sea sank. 
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port of A Coruña environmental references
On November 19, 2002, the tanker Prestige sank off the coast of Galicia.
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port of A Coruña environmental references

On June 20, 2005, the ship Rosalia D'Amato ran aground . 
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port of A Coruña environmental references

Coal stockyard “La Medusa”
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port of A Coruña environmental references

on March 13, 2007 burned inside of the "Medusa“ 40,000 tons of
coal.
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port of A Coruña environmental references

…… besidesbesides, , therethere isis a a pipelinepipeline beneathbeneath thethe citycity andand thethe portport
cancan´́t t growthgrowth ……

REPSOL burner chimney
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the dilemma

... It was necessary to move away from A Coruña trades which
generate some unacceptable environmental and safety risks ...

… but we should continue 
carrying crude to the REPSOL 
refinery (120,000 barrels/day), 
moving coal to power plants in 
Meirama (563 MW) and 
Ponferrada (1341 MW) and 
feeding livestock in Galicia …
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the solution

The dilemma was resolved in 2005 and it was initiated the construction of
the outer harbour of A Coruña in Punta Langosteira
(http://www.puertodelatlantico.com) around 9 Km west of the city of A 
Coruña and 4 Km away to the REPSOL refinery in Bens. 

The objectives of this project, as established by the European Commission
in its decision regarding the concession of a grant from the cohesion
funds, are the following:
- To distance the city from highly dangerous port traffic or traffic with

strong environmental impact (such as petrol products, coal or other food
in bulk products) and remove the pipeline which goes through a significant
part of A Coruña's subsoil.

- To resolve the conflict Port‐City given the location of the current port in 
the centre of the city and to increase the current port space, clearly
insufficient, involving the industrial development of the port environment.
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… but, why there …

Punta LangosteiraPunta Langosteira

Ría de Ferrol: cabo prioriño chicoRía de Ferrol: cabo prioriño chico

Ría de Betanzos: Punta AvarentaRía de Betanzos: Punta Avarenta

Ensenada de BensEnsenada de Bens

Ría de A Coruña: banco de YacentesRía de A Coruña: banco de Yacentes

Ría de A Coruña: Punta CanabalRía de A Coruña: Punta Canabal

Ría de Betanzos: Punta RedondaRía de Betanzos: Punta Redonda

environmental strategic assessment
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… in costa da morte?

hs(m)
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the project



20/32

150 Ha

232 Ha

Ship types:
Tanker Freighter

150.000 dwt 200.000 dwt
Length:        285,0 m            315,0 m
Beam:       49,5 m              48,5 m
Draught:         16,9 m              19,0 m

900 m
Level -22

3.360 m

some areas and depths



21/32

> 65 m

150 t

> 250 m

breakwater main section

15 t

50 t
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materials

quarry material: 32.400.000 m³

concrete: 3.484.000 m³

blocks 2.877.000 m³

blocks 15 t   121.365 ud.
blocks 50 t      13.171 ud.
blocks 52 t        4.246 ud.
blocks 70 t       7.639 ud.
blocks 90 t 2.033 ud
blocks 150 t   22.251 ud
blocks 178 t    194 ud. 
blocks 195 t         288 ud.   



23/32

quarries: they made it possible …

quarry Bquarry A
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Il giorno degli innocenti

On december, 28, this year, the A Coruña port Authority will
receive the 1st. and 2nd. phases of the new outer port ... the
innocent´s day ...

... in few months we will

move the cargo from the

inner to the outer port, 

but we have to “move”

our mind as well ...
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moving to sustainability

Besides the construction of a new port, it was essential changing the
strategic and management approach to the port business in A Coruña. 
In the strategic plan 2009‐2013 was introduced a new line: “sustainable
growth" which affected every strategic objective. 
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strategic plan for Corporate Social Responsibility

In order to develop the strategic line of sustainable growth 
affecting all strategic goals, the Port Authority of A Coruña has 
developed a strategic plan for corporate social responsibility 
with the following objectives:

- Internalizing the concerns of our stakeholders,

- Promoting the welfare of the workers,

- Creating social value,

- A technical commitment in environmental operations,             
control and management,

- Safety in the transport of goods,

- Eco‐Efficiency and innovation,

- Concern for climate change.
http://cma.puertocoruna.com



27/32

moving to sustainability: some exmaples

As a result of the new strategy, the outer port development will take
into account:

- Eco‐efficiency initiatives

- Sustainable mobility plans to get to and within the outer port

- Environmental criteria in port operators licences and land
lease contracts

- Social criteria (initiatives for the promotion of employment
for disabled people,and to prevent gender inequality) in port
operators licences and land lease contracts

- use of renewables energies (sound technologies) etc.
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eco‐efficiency strategic plan: some points …
Energy savings in buildings. 
The port Authority has taken into account the recommendations from the Directive 

2002/91/EC on the energy performance of buildings. As a consequence the 
temperature in the buildings and public spaces in the port area may not fall below 
26⁰ in summer or be above 21⁰ in winter. Besides, the port Authority will require 
the Energy performance certificates in all the office buildings.

Measures for saving electricity in the port area. 
In the outer port will be not allowed low efficiency bulbs. In the streets we will use 

leds lightning. In esplanades we will use High Pressure Sodium Lamps.
As regards public lighting, the energy efficiency of outdoor lighting systems will be 

improved through electricity usage monitors and regulators.

Waste management
The port Authority will promote plans for reduce, reuse and recycle the wastes for

both port and MARPOL 73/78 wastes. In the inner port we have reached a 63% 
reusing rate.
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mobility strategic plan: some points …

Some public transport initiatives from A Coruña to the outer port will be 
adopted as well as “car sharing” projects. In addition, a pilot project 
promoting the use of electric vehicles within the port will be launched.

It will be established a preference criterion for cars with an energy class 
“A” rating in port Authority public procurement procedures.

To promote energy‐efficient driving and safety, a proposal will be put 
forward on reducing speed limits in the port area. 

Also, if it is possible, urban bike lanes will be constructed to get to and 
within the port.
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A Coruña outer port: november 2011
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A Coruña outer port: 2040 (year 25 after crisis!)

Maximum development

2040 scenario



A Coruña port Authority is a registered 
Organizational Stakeholder of the Global 
Reporting Initiative (GRI) and support the 
mission of the GRI to develop globally 

accepted sustainability reporting guidelines 
through a global, multi‐stakeholder process.


